’ In oair Al 06 Bsue. we put five of

the warkd’s toughest and rowghest
big-bore utility dovils into a head-to-head
charsh T Fired oart which wairt the ultimate
warrics, Although the Bombasdiar Out-
lander 650 neiged wepreme, thnes out of
CUF BvEn Toslers pecked the Honda Rinosn
BED for their 1op choioe. The other four
rasprs cast their seoond-place yobe on the
Rincon, resulting in a dioss battle that left
the Rincon lodang by & smidgeon. All seven
testers admitted that chooting batawnen
e Chullander 650 and the Rimoon 680 was
a grueling decsion, but the Rincon's sheg-
gish powwer and cadily Bomomed wspen-
shon were ity Achilles” heal, Undarstanding
he Rinoon possedsed 1om of pobential, |
declded to take on the Henda as ey kg
nefrm bt project. After 57 miles and 47
hces of teasghy troil Destirsg and even a
fesar rasces, the only woar and foer isues
RavE EEem o toin O oot and some pesal-
ing of the camo plastic wap

Tender meats are only atoeptable with
stoaks or chicken, not with ATV tires
Poumding out 1wails during several iides
with the slock Dunlop meats laft ma
Cringing over évery thar rock and obats
e as I've developed a hoerible repartation
with flatting OEM tines, The Rincon's tires
ol tendhed to roll over in hard urns,
making me Exert more snergy than neces
sary, Sie-ply-rated tines ane A must an thee
marster utes. Since cur goal was 1o
dTprove trasl e hormance o this machane,
huge mud clogs were not necessang. 5o we
soUght out & qood all-araund e that
wioaild pariorm weall on all terraens whala
Eeaping wedght to a minimuem TP had the
edgad soluteon wrth 1S ik TerraCrods radial
—hot off the production line, no les
maunied on 115 spacklng C-F wheels. Nat
ainly did this whsel and tire comba ghee
the Rincon a big dode of biing, but the
tiras fit ocur expoactations parfectly as the
tread diesign drastically improwved the steer-
ing ard response of the Honda, Tha Rincon

2006 Honda Rincon 680 GPScape

banatted greatly fraemy this fa0Ea] oS-
tion of the tires and aded & i a now leve
of suspension had been added. And the
rear tires hooked wup almost too weell, a6 |
discovered when backing her into comers
with the puny power of the Bncon. 1°d
imy tire arnd wheels should be the first and
most important upgrade for this machine.

Ioly #econd critical complaint was that
the Rimcion could deliver some palntul hits
im raugh terrain, and it was difficult to
ke my Liss @ath the rear and Tsai ]
back snd forth. That s because the stock
pERpaandicn wolild easily Battom out on
haird hits with wery little rebownd resls
tamop. espeoally under larger riders. The
aa-soft shocks also allowed both rider
ard machine to lean heavily into every
turn at spead, Stadium Suspension out of
Dubec, Canada, soled our suspersion
nightmares with a full sat of T80T thacks
Easy 10 install and nearly perfectly dialed
in right from the ko, the T80T improved
the Honda®s handling drastically, Those
pai nful hits in Faugh TEFrain wre now de
tant memoriet. These aftermarket shocks
b betvorad the rodes effect and helped
me maintain my dinection effortheshy, Last,
bt ceriaindy not least, | could aggressiecly
canae cormers without the exoessive lean-
ing. At 5718 & pair, this upgrade i fairly
PRy Bt wnrtih BTy panny i Yol Bed-
et penmits,

Evian thedaigh 11 wias lﬂlr‘|1'.||_|'|||:|. T Pr Capis
oeer the 05 model, the motor induces its
tle excitermant, In stock form, the 57500
miotor feek duggish and even struggies to
pull ugy steeper hill. Muddy trails keft me
toaling anound as if | was passing through
& schoal rore. | was eager for an easy
horsepower gain by installing a pipe and
wnirterested in & major motor rencvation,
maindy for the cake of rellabi iy, Dhs b
the Rinoon's new EFI system, most exhaust
cormpanies ahe still in developmient shages
testing pipes and various electronics

Eudos 1o the gunys ot HBME Exhaust. They
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HMF Optimizer B Controlle 526335

el up thee procuchion Tsmseslae just 1o
tinis Legt sndd resoued me with posser for the
Rincon, Boiting on HMWF's Uility Serles pipe
plugging in the HMF Optimizer EF
Controller and remoyving the airbo lid
made a world of difference: all the waey
through the peverband. The Bl pat
abourt it was that | could adiust the Rinoon's
el Thons wath thee Ohpvtarmings &t the quad
setameld 1o D Fareing far S VR Pl =
refovid the stock pipe. Cverall, the motor
WA MLCh s TSR e

¥ wou are & motorhsad, the Rincon still
may not e the wisest choloa, But Tor those
wha enjoy decent powser with superb han
oling, the Rincon would Be right up your
alley. With the total oot of meods rownding
ol at 52763, the Rinton vl tramaformed
imba @ trail riders dream ride, and 1§ has
pirharnid Tlnwledsly for nearky 600 miles
wWith & e & i ivienandE—ij st
whal the sverage trail hound needs. We
Mgt Try Cehving Into Mol Wark fex
ard, if w3, Il be back with an updaie on
i REn0on Ioag-Tenm pRojecs
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